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Cold Nose, Brave Heart: Legendary War Dogs
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HEY are American soldiers LixDA MCMAREN It turned out to be a good decision.
whao never sarry a rifle or More than once during their tour of
recaive a better fram home but who duty tegether, Stubby alerted Conroy's
:::s d;n:h and d.an.;er_b] Be:ery da;r:"hey Coid NOSE‘} unit orirhgp-andinggn:iuum or of an
ve besn responsible for saving the ; approaching enemy. He once even
[;l'ai of thausands of other Amaerican Braue Heart, | captured o German soldier who was
diers, and many of them have given sneaking through the Amertean camp,
their Hves for their comrades. Offi. Legendar}’ elamping his bullterrier, pit-bull jaws
cially nnd unofficially, they have been . down and not letting go until the man
protesting American soldiers for aver Amerlcan could be taken prisaner,

one hundred years, In fhct, sver since
Warld Wer II, war dogs, properly
known as military working dogs, have
pierved in every branch of the U3
military.

War Dogs “Over Thara"

Although dogs have been used by
the US military sinse the Civil War,
the United States had no formal war
dog program antil Werld War I1.
During Warld War I, dogs weere used
primarily for rescuing the wounded. If
& soldier was unconseious, these
rescue doge, which were trained not to
bark, would inform medical personnel
that the soldier was injured by
bringing thern his helmet, The dog
would then lead medics to the
wounded man, Large breeds worked
a8 ambulance dogs, pulling two-
whesled carts across devastated flelds
or tugging seldiers out of harm's way.

One of the most famous World War
I rescue doge was a French Red Croas
dog named Captain. This brave war
dog ance located thirty wounded
soldiors in o single day. But in order to
fully understand how amazing this
was, ane must understand the horrific
conditions of a World War I bettle
field, where only a few hundred yards
separated enemies whoe were dug into
rat-infested trenches surrounded by
barbed wire. Many of the wounded lay
in those few hundred yards, and
during the night the dogs would ceawl | !
through this field, amid bombs, !
gunfire, shrapnel, poisonous gas
caristers, and dead bodies, to save
wonnded soldiers. |

One American dog whe won fame
for his exploits in World War I was
owned by John Robert Conray, o
young American soldier. In 1917,
Conray defied army regulations and
smuggled his stray bulltertier, pit-bull
mix named Stobby onto his troop ship.

< Although this 1917 US
Army recrultmaat posber
shows a canine recruiler,
the United States did mot
have an official war dog
program in place until

1942, During Werld War I,
Amarican soddlers vens
forced 1o obialn thelr war
disgs from other Aled

armigs fighling in Europe.
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Stubby's notoriety grew as the
102n4d Infaniry fought its way through
France. After Btabby was wounded by
shrapnel, the women of Chitea-
Thierry made him a blanket, and it
became a custom to pin medals on it
When Conroy and Stubby returned
home, Stubby's popularity incrensed.
The brave military dog was awarded a
medal by Genaral John J. Perahing,
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I a soldier was unconscious, rescue dogs,
which were trained not to bark, would
inform medical personnel that the scldier
was injured by bringing them his helmet.

FHOTO RETTMANMAOORE

the commander of the Amerioan
Expeditionary Forces, and Stubby
received a lifetime membership in the
American Legion. Not bad for a stray
from Connectient. Vet for all of
Seabby's publicity, most dogs of World
War I were considersd “mercy dogs,”
oot “war dogs,” and their contributions
were largely forgatten by history.
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hera bn 1942, Stubby Is
wearing his misitary

medals om a blanksi i
made for him by the
women of the Franch

boverm of Chiibeau-Thisrry.  Warld War |1,

The Amarican War Dog
and World War i

Fallowing Werld War 1, the United
States downsized its military and
dishanded its meager and unofficial
canine force. Then came Decemnbor
Teh, 1841, and with it came a jarring
realization; military working dogs
ware meeded anee again.

At that time, the only military
warking dogs America had were aled
dogs in Alaska, Newfoundlond,
Greenland, and Ieeland; they were

A Wiar dogs Wk this and, geen here keeping his handler company
on Guam In 1544, wers highly valuad by the US Marines during

being ased for transportation and to
locate missing pilots. In the United
States, however, & private srganize-
tion, Dogs for Defense, was scon
established to recruit dogs for military
use from farmiliss across America.
Americans responded by donating
dogs of many breeds. In the midst of
war, it was & patriotic nct to volunteer
& canine member of one’s own family
to the service of the country,

Another impoertant supplior of dogs
to the US military's War Dog Program

a1

:

3/8



6/2/2009

Cold Nose, Brave Heart: Lenge...

gf
"
i

i et

Ing, pictured hare atter being wounded by shrapnal in the

fighting on two Jima, sérned 6 some of the bisodias! batthes of World War il

was the Doberman Pinacher Club of
Amorica, Dobermans quickly became
pesociated with the US Marines, and
the marines actually gave the dogs a
rank. Beginning their service as
privates, the dogs received their fivst
promotion after three months, They
recoived another promation every
year, and along with thelr marine
handlers, these highly intelligent dogs
ware called upon to serve in some of
the bloodiest and most horrific battles
of World War 1,

Working in war zones took 4 heavy
toll on all the different breeds of dogs
used by the US military during World
War II. In New Guinea the heat and
humidity caused their pava to swall,
while heat exhaustion and hookworm
infestations hit them hard. Sent to
Warth Africa by ahip, they sulfered
blistered paw pads from the ships' hot
decks. Ticks and parasites, &s well as
bad water and predatory animals,
were a constant threat; yet the dogs,
like their humen handlers, perse-
vered. From Caleutta to Burma and
into China they saved lives. The dogs'
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ability to seent enemies made them a
strong asset for every unit lucky
encugh to have them, and the marines
gave their dogs this glowing report:

S Thhey have given consistently
excellent performance. Japanese
persanne! could be detected at one
thousand yards depending on terrain
and wind cordition, and [the dogs]
wene very effective diuring amphibious
lendings detecting the snemy on the
beach and in undergrowth.”

On the front lnes, in foxhaloes, or
walking point in dense jungles,
military working dogs were invaluahls
during Warld War II. They wers
rappelled down mountains and
parachuted with supplies for search
and rescue missions. The larger
bireeds, such as the husky, carrisd
heavy loads, including 30-caliber
machine guns, into dense jungle areas,
The war dogs of World War 1T did it
all. They were messenger dogs, rescue
dogs, sled dogs, pack dogs, paratroop-
ars, and unit moral suppert dogs.

Ome of the most famous dogs of
World War II was namiéd Chips, Chips
was a bona fide mutt. A German
shepherd, husky, and sollie mix, he
was i donated family dog from New
York. Initially sent with his handler,
US Armay PVT John P. Rewell, to
Maorth Africa in 1942, he saved the

lves of many US soldiers, including
Private Rowell, Once, when Rowell
found himaelf assaulted by enemy
maching gun fire from a deeply
entreniched pillbox, Chips broke his
leash, dove straight into the pillbax,
and after a few agonizing minutes
reappepred with an enemy soldier
firmly clasped in his jaws and at least
three more surrendering soldiers in
tow, Chips suffered powder burns and
other minor wounds, but later that
s diy, B sl managed to alert
Private Howell to the approach of ten

May 2008

4/8



6/2/2009

PRI RETTMANMATIERIE

Chips’ heroics
garnered him the
Purple Heart and

the Silver Siar.
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The Right Stuff

into the War Dog Program that balonged to cne of about seven different

ot ki wislgtiiel Do ity acid aighty povnd,
The dog ultimately foond most suitable for military service was the
German shepherd. Becauss of its size, intelligence, temperament, and
dependability, as well as its adapiability to extremes of climate, the
German shepherd has come to be regarded as the ideal war dog. —J5

At the end of World War II, the War  used primarily for night patrols,

Department made arrangements for whers they once again proved their
donited foar-footed heross like Chips value, The North Koreans and the

to b returned to their families, used Chiness hated American war dogs,

N ¢ ComPany mascots, truihed a8
service dogn, or given to their han-
dlars. At peace for only a short time,

enetny soldiers, allowing him to take the US military virtually disbanded

them priscner as well. the War Dog Program, and Ameérica's
Chips’ hervics garnered him the arsenal of military dogs soon consisted

Purple Heart and the Silver Star, both  of only coe small undt, which was wsed

of which were later taken away muinly for shows and parndes,

becanse Congreas felt that bestowing

such medals upon & dog detracted War Dogs in Kerea and Vistnam

from thedr significance. Because of In 1950, the Korean War once again

Chips’ medin publicity, however, hia created 8 noed for military working

awards were never publicly revoked. dogs. In Kores, military doga were

THEELKS MAGAZINE
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The doge” suweess at ambushing
gnipers, penetrating enemy lines, and
scenting enemy positions made them
prime targets for the enemy, and thers
were numerous reports of the North
Kareans using loudspeskers to
broadeast the message: “Yankee—take
your dog and go home!®

Night wns when the scout dogs
warked best. A dog would alert his
handler to the approaching enemy; the
unit would set up an smbush in the
dark, and the trap would be set. One

aa
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about two hundred fully

trained war dogs. At this fynd, fala, President Aoosevelt's Scottish terrer, was
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Dogs for Defense

for Defonse never achiewved
adequats, standardized train-
l ing methods, In sddition,
Dogs for Defense only deliv-
ered & limited number of the
dogs required by the Quar.
termpster General. and this
mennt that the organization
was not a reliable source of
fully trained war dogs,
Conseguantly, the Chanr-
| termester General estab-
i lished the US military's War
Dog Program during the sum-
mer of 1942 and transferred
the reaponsibility for train-

mads 8
point, the Quartermaster pduate and s shown here In 1943 with ks anisimant certifica- ~ ing war dogs €0 its Bemount

Goneral belioved it would s and the presidents cousin, Laura Detann.

only need encugh dogs to
guird factories and Quartermaster depots, and arcund
April 1942, Dogs for Defense began training its first cne
hundred recruits.

But, because its training facilities were decentralized
ind ite traimers were volunteers who lacked an unier:
standing of the military requirements for war dogs, Dogs

dog, York, a German shepherd and
member af the 26th Dog Seout
Platoon, took part in 148 combat
patrala, and his exemplary perfor-
mance sarned him the Distinguished
Sarvice Medal. All together, the

268th Dog Secut Platoon was awarded
thres Silver Stars, six Bronze Stars of
Valor, and thirty-five Bronze Stara
for meritorious servics during the
Haorean War,

In the 1960s and 19708, the jungles
of Bouthesst Asia again provided
American military dogs with n
battlefield on which they excelled. In
the thick vegetation, fog, and ceaseleas

rain af Vietnam, military dogs alerted Amphibian Tractor Battalion, 1t
Marine Division, *Charlis hated our
diogs. When the mortars hit, they went  dogs, combat trackers, sentry dogs,

their handlers to the presence of
underground networks of Vieteong.

Branch, which had a history
of managing military ani-
mals. Although the military was now training its own
dogs, it continued to rely on Dogs for Deferse aa fta chisf
provider of recruits, and by the end of Weorld War II,
Dogs for Defense had cbinined about eightessn thousand
out of the approxdmately twenty thousand dogs the mili-
tary récrudted during the war, —J5

A Tamghi to detect trip wires and enemies in foxholes, irees, or in plain view, Clipper was a
Garman shepherd who saved hundreds of American lives while serving In Vietnem with the
44th Scoul Dog Piatoon.

ning thousand military dog handlers
served in Vietham. There were scout

The dogs aften rushed into the tunnels  first for the ammo tent and second for patrel dogs, mine and beoby-trap dogs,

where enemy soldiers hid, willing ta
give their lives to save their human
compantons. According to UT8 Marine Vieteong ambushes.”
LCPL Charles Yates, of the 3rd

34
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the dog kennel. Thoss dogs walked
seqitey, and alerted ws to many

Roughly four thousand dogs and

and water doge, and they were =0
feared and hated that the Vieteong
postad twenty-thousand-dellar
bounties for their capture.
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One of the dogs who sarved in
Vietnam was named Clipper. A
German shepherd attached to the 4dth
Beout Dog Flatoon, Clipper was &
smart, even-tempered dog handled by
US Army MBG John Burmnem, Burnam
found Clipper easy to train and teught
him to detect trip wires and enemies
in foxholes, trees, or in plain view, On
dozens of missions Clipper walked
palnt, carried out sentry duty, de-
tected mines, and saved hundreds of
American lives. He even survived a
relentless attack on his kennel that
killed and wounded dozens of other
military dogs. Burnam's tour of duty
lanted fifteen months, but in March
1968, when he left Vietnam, he had to
abandon Clpper i the Vietnamess
jungle beeause the U8 government
would not allow “expendable equip-
ment” to be brought hame. As a result,
Clipper's life wis left in the hands of
the sncreaching Vietoong.

The military degs of Vietnam
served many handlers and etayed in
Vietnam for the duraton of the war
unleas they fell vietim to the enemy,
heat, snakebite, poor food, bad water,
or lack of medical care. Only about two
hundred war dogn were ever brought
back from Vietnam, and at the end of
thie war, unliles the dogs of Werld War
II and the Korean War, the military
dogs who served in Vietnam did not
receive discharge papers, wers not
sent home to loving families, and were
ok given medals by the preaident.
Unleas their handlers were adept at
cutting through the “red tape express”
or were good smugglers, when the war
ended the dogs were left behind. These
American heross were suthanized,
given to the Scuth Vietnamess Areay,
or left to the Vieteong, who hated
thien.

Tha War on Terorsm

Mititary working dogs and their
handlers are =till in service with the
U8 armed forces today, striving ta
save sobdiers' lives and keep terrorism
away from American shores, There are
approximately 2,500 dogs and 700 dog
tenms currently serving in Irag, and
aithough they still perform many of
the aame kinds of missions thet war
dogs and their handlers always have,
& lot has changed sinee previous wars,

Today's military dogs are treated
like soldiers. They have their own

THEELKS MAGAZINE
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Military Working Dogs in the Cold War
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Shown hore in the Dafat Vatiey, Vietnam, in 1965, this sentry dog named Maich and his
hangler, US Army PFC Herman D, Kottwitz, quarded a Minnetota-based army missite
e designed for air defenss prior 10 the war,

URING THE COLD WAR, military working dogs onee again
proved their value as members of the US armed foress. The Soviot
Undon was & very real and heavily armed enemy, and war dogs
were called into service in the years following the Korean War to protect
America’s nuclear arsenal. This was an era before electronic surveillancs,
before moticn sensors and infrared comerns, when dogs and their handisrs
walked sentry duty around desclste silos containing missiles, and the
deadly importance of these migsile sites meant that the dogs chosen to
guard them had to be highly aggressive.
to ane former soldier who was stationed at Nike missile sites
in New York and California, the military dogs that guarded these batteries
attained ioonic status and beceme symonymous with the missiles them-
selves. They were used to locate people trying to infilirate the bases as
will as soldiers who had gene AWOL, and they were semotimes fanred by
everyone except their handlers,

Brutus, Lothar, Cheetah, and Fritz were four such war dogs. They
guarded the Malibu, Californis, Nike minsile site and were considered
fearleas by those who koew them. They rommed the facility with their
armed handlere, guarding the nuclear weapons storsd there untl ths
installation was decommissioned in the mid-1970s. Howeover, in keoping
with a 1848 military rule prohibiting the sdoption of former attack dogs
and the attitude toward military working dogs that developed following
World War II, the dogs were put down rather than being sdopted out of
the military, —LiNDd MoMarEN

medical kits and even have bullstproof
vests, boaties, and goggles pvailable to
them. They are given physicals twice &
year, and they receive excellent
medical care, including electrocardio-

grams, blood tests, and even root canal
treatmients,

But perhapa more importantly, a
law passed in 2000 now allows police
departments, former military dog

35
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A Thanks 1o 8 law pasted in 2000, US Air Forca TSGT & Carved out of Vermont granite, the Harisdals Pet Cemetery snd Crematory war

Jamie Da=a (Rel.), who was lorced fo leave the miitary dog
2ler being wounded i Irag, was permitied by

German shepherd war dog, Rex,

WAR DOGS

handlers, and private individuals to
adopt suitable, retired military dogs.
In sorne cases, even active duty
animals ave cleared for adoption, and
this is just what happened in the case
of US Air Foree TEGT Jamie Dana
and her German shepherd war dog,
Hex.

After Sergeant Dana and Rex’s

http://docs.google.com/View?id=dfth...
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vehicle was struck by an exploaive
deviee on a road in Irag, nearly killing
Bergeant Dana and lightly wounding
Rex, Sergeant Dana, who was foreed
to leave the military as a result of her
injuries, was permitted to adopt Rex.
Unlike the military dogs of the Cald
War and Vietnam War ern, Hex enjovs
& life after the mdlitary, and he and
Sergeant Dana currently lve together
on o farm in Pennsyhvania.

To the soldiers whi have served
with them, American war dogs are not
only soldiers—they are a bit of home,
They are a cold nose gently nudging a
weary soldier’s hand, a brave heart

orfal was bullt in 1923 fo commemorate the doga that served In World

snuggted in a foxhole keeping watch
aver his comrades. Many American
saldiers have survived o come horme
thanks to military dogs. And although
the bravery of America's canine heroes
has bean largely overlooked, their
vebor has not besn entirely forgotten,
as is evidenced by the war dog
menument located in the Hartadale
Pet Cometery and Crematory in
Hartedrle, New York. The monument,
erected in 1923, s topped with a
bronze German shepherd and is
surrounded by small US fags; it is
dedicated to the memory of the war
dog. B
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