


Trney potral the perimeters.

They hove four eyes ond four pars
They con smell the enemy. That's why

by SMSgt. JAMES A,

GEORGE

Aie Foses ww;m@ mfw@mm and thelr wentry dogs pow de review
during sore fvomation phet hed ot busy Tas Son Nbet A8, Viveanm,

IV Condrey calls them “the guided muzdes.” And

Condeey, 2 staff sergeant with a lrge mustache and
& Virginia drawl, knows sentey dops just shour ae
well as anyone in the Air Force, He received his first
dog back i 1954 m ifz«“ﬂh‘f:; AFB, Va. and has
been an Al Foree seousity police/dog handler since.

{mm%rw H@gtw\ the young men whoe work perimeter
defense, wo. He wnderstands  their moods  and i
scutely sware of what it costs these young policemen,
gmhhﬂhwi by, G patio] the darkness pight after night
condrey  speaks slowly, evenly, his  thoughts and
words measured, Tis gyes and mind evaluating every-
thing and everyone around him.

“ihis s o2 hard job” be said as he diove the o
seater pickup over ruls and winding roads  sround
Fan Son Nhut Air Bose, "It takes something out of
a man, that’s wue. You don’t move sround out bere
night after night, listening to every Btthe sound, won-
dering i this B it without s::su’ifwmg a part of your-
self cach time. But on the other hand, this job gmz«.
4 young man somethimg be moy nover have pofien in
any other way —— the kimd of xe&;zwmbmw&mc conbidence
that makes him a man whe will stand and be counted
when o fight stare”

ﬁsﬁld the dog 5%

“lhey get the best care and waining money can
E@zw. amdra% sawvs around the pipe that never seen
get smoked out. Condiey’s an oxperienced hunter,
o dog oowners s the Langley area wsed jo seek

g%’



Ared with 38 coliber revolves, W16 riffes, gronudes, meatiy dogs
and frsoway cammuniention sots, dog hardlers prepars fer mighl diuty.

A% help o treining their heends for the hant.

“The man snd the dog are part of each other, Our
dogs have taken some hits that were mesnt for their
hamdlers. Snake bites, tou, We've had o couple inci-
dents where a dog ok a lethal dose of venom fram
a sanke that his Dusesen parieer dide’t even see”

We were working o seciion of the perimeter ai
tan Son Nhut, dropping off the sceurity police han-
dless amd their dogs at imtervels. They had been in
the rear of our truck when we staried out with Ser-
geant Condrey 1o post the nipht defenses. MSpt. Man-
uel A, (Joe) Collaso, The Arsan photographer, and
I were riding up front with Condrey, There was Yy
tittle sound in the back.

Farlicr, st the kennels, the wirmen who make up
the base’s fiest line of defense had talked. lzughed,
traded pibes and shop talk like any oiber group of
younrg men geiting ready for o night of work, Excepe
that there was an almost unnoticed nervousness. Not
in their voices, but i the studicd casuslness which
they scomed to have. Or maybe | owas just nervous
for them, anticipating the Jorg night ahead for cach,

doe, who has shot pictures in tough places around
the world for 26 years, was doing what he abways
dues o petiing close to his subjects. He siock his
cameras in hostile faces flled with long, sharp tecth,

w ignored the barking and straining of heavy lesshes
v e looked for just the right angle.

TWe should put him in a helmer and strzp a dos to

o

Ncssser 1887

1 Ten Bon Mbot's alght beat policemen hove @ny hitters aboul peleal
duties oo evler perdmeter of bose, seall talk warks o growg therapy,

him.” onc of the swen joked. “Yesh, he could bling
Chardie’ with flash bulbs,” another pdded.

The security  pohcemen reporied for duty  about
thice houss befese going on perimeter patsol. Fhey
looked after thelr dops, checking 2 serateh here or 2
sone there, eonicrrod with TSgi. Scotty Linney, (NCOIC
of the Kennels) sboui such stems s collars, special
dicts, weapons, and so on, of otherwise passed the
time as the sum headed west

It was almost completely dark a5 we siopped 0 vn-
loud cach man and bis dog in the aren which they
would patrol that night. {The posting & done at vary-
ing times from day 1© dey o prevent the enemy from
t=king sdvantage of an established patiern ) At each
stop Joe jumiped out to get a few pictures. His flash
bulbs were triggesing radio gueries from other perini-
cler defensive positions,  which are masned  ground
the clock on 2 shift busis. Sergeant Condrey vsed his
radiee to elear the way for us

The Might Hes o Thousand Eyes

Weo asked these men, peint-blunk, about any feuss,

"Moo b odowt thisk P'moever nerveus, or seoreily
aleaitd,” @ young ainmas wid me 1 stoed on his ether
side — away frem the dog, even though the man had
not yet slipped the muzale Troms his periaer,

“Fm owide awake, Alert would be o better word, |
guess, b opet o fow butieflies, somwtioes, But if the
diay ever comes when 1 have to fight myself to walk
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avomnd oui here L that’s the duy I ask for another
jobv, B'd owe every man on this base thay much,

"But 1o be honost about it, cvery one of the men
Feo worked with out bere wes resdy for this job
before he cver foak it on. We've sl bad experience.
Mostly a1 Stateside bases, yes. But veu walk the nipht
with a dop anywhere for 2 year or so and vou'vwe got
the feel for this duiy,”

Fis dog sar guictly, looking into the might. And
the night was beauiifal, stwery. But deadly. We moved
oo an the truck, zeross s mirerafl parking samp
where maintenance men worked on C-130s and -
123s, mendving them for huodreds of missions. Past
construgtion press, where o new rumway was plasied.
Past lone, dark men who sat silenily in buskers, pat-
ting their wenpons, soiffing the night, and conmting
the stais,

ALC Leon Seneenl glambered over the gaitente, then
hfted Memo our of the truek. B owas MNemw's fiesi
night back on duty after several weeks of convales-
sence, Abowt g monih before our visit o the kenpels,
Mema had taken a Vier Cong rifle shot in the muzric
The woumd was healing uader the experi care of
weteringrian D, Hay Hosion, who wads shoui 173
dogs al several buses in Sewth Vietnam.

Nemo had fost oone eve 1o the VO buflen His
handler, A2C Robert A, Thormeburg, had been medi-
cally evacuated to Iapan to recover from wounds e
Bed suffered in the same VO attack on e night
of Decomber 4, 1966,

Leon Senecal took has place. At fissd he just talhed
to Nemo through the bars of his coge. Amd Lod him

Sovwrly policemes wed his portass powse for & fow momenh during
might patrel, porheps B pesder the slpht e of G130 tachalo
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Fatrsliog desp shodows oleng swiur perimeter foate st Tos Son Nt

AR, AZC Llesnord Bryant and tealey dog brora e ¢ ire might el

his three pounds of retion esch day, plus o higke
extra which Doc Howsston preseribed to help the dog
meeeup the weight be had lost. Gradually, Nemo ae-
cepted Seaceal, who seon had hBim cul sad movine
around on a feash, getting the strength and resiliency
back into thuse capint muscles, Wow they wern peing
to work.

Their patrol arca was in the boondocks, B owas
the same area where the Vietr Cong hed begum their
Decomber 4th infilirstion w0 set up monars. The
clephant grass had been higher than 2 mans hend,
then, Men of the 377th Secority Police Syuadron had
sigee eut it down. Three of their members had died
e stem the assaolt that night. Twelve other vousg
men had been wounded, Three deps had given sheis
lives, too. Three Silver Stars had heen awarded, and
13 Bromee Siars with “¥" deviee for valor, Twenty-
eight. Viet Cong were Killed, sad four coptured.

Wme of the men we had diopped off carlier, A2
Leroy Marsh, and his dog King. hed been in the
torefeont of the VO amack. Marsh had wmmed i one
of the ewly alerms o the Cenwral Security Control
(OSCh. The alarms of Marsh and other  porimeter
guards had ripgered mstam acthon, fie the mansde
teamis are not alone. even though they are on fh
outermiost Hmits of the base,

Toe Blaan
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The Reody Reserves

- The night security shili for Fan Sos Nhuet B a

wirg foree of seeurity policemen and sentry dogs.
Phis force s backed up by alert teams armed wilh
M-16 nfles, machine guns, mobile communications
eguipment, grenade launchers, flares, snd other ltems.
These teams are mobile and fast and they ean ye-
spond guickly to seinfores any sector,

Central Security Contral s the hub of all security
eperations, and the night duty force a1 C3C inclades
the duty officer, @ map plolter, and 5 communicator,

If 2 dog team s “wleried” by the deg’s keen senses,
ihe handler fist wses his portable two-way radio set
to inform CSC, then moves in to investigsie, The dog
feads the way. H the undier makes a positive identifi-
cation of a heostife onit be informs CSC. The security
alert teams are immediately caled imo action and
sent oo the sector 1o assist ihe hasdier and his dog.

Darisg 2 major aftempt by the encny o infilirae
the base defenses, €SC can commit the ontie se-
cueity police foree. In addition, the US Army has
standby forees committed to assist the 377th Security
Police Bquadron dering s majer stisck on Tan Son
Mhut Air Base, And since our wvislt, Ten Son M
Air Base has gained o hasdesed Joimt Defense Op-
crations Center, which is marned 24 hours 3 day to
insure coordination of all fricndly defensive forees,
LS and Victnemese, both on and off base,

Included in the night force are sccurity policemen

hoo patrol the flight line and cccupy  strategically
weated defensive bunkers, These, too, are toancly beats

jobs that eall for o special kind of adapisbility,

The Quict Americons

The dog bandler knows the backup forces which
are his al & moments potice, if be shouwld need them.,
But he also knows that for that force o be alesied
he must get word o them. For that resson, when his
dog uleris, he radios the CSC before moving imo the
pight weddd o investipste. And i forced to relense
bis dog, he knows that there’s 5 very pood chance his
anisal emipht be  kiiked,

H s fores detect hostiles the bendlers first ree
sponsibility s to relay the important inforemation —
rumber and locotion of enemy forces — 1w the CSC,
Then he grabs a piece of earih and starts siugsing
it vut with his wespons, koowing that aleri feams
will be witk bim in @ very short time. And if neces-
sury. armed helicopters and AC-47s with  miniguns
andd fares will be overhead within minutes. Its those
miiies that con ape o man who faces atiack

Ten Son Nhwt security  policemien suceessfully
trned back two wagor assaults within an 1l-month
period, There are some young men who bresched the
cap ewly i the fight, ool dawn's first Hebt, Severad

Jers died buying e for backup defenders, The
youngsters who fought through the night of December

fictolics FEE7

4, 1966, were years older by the time the soven-hour
batile  endud.

Fhese are the young old-timers whe proiect our
svmen and aircrafi throughout Victnam, a0 every
base. By day they drcam young men's dicams and
care for their animal pansers, for without bis dog,
the man is only half 2 icam.

These are the wams we have golng for us at owr
Victnam bases . young men who aie experienced and
well grmined; sod some of the mest mtellipent, su-
perbly trained dogs in e bistory of warfare, They
work the might best, So ofher men can resi easy.
Semebody hes to do i &

A2C Robeni A, Thomehurg, wounded in the
Brecember 4, 1966 Viet Cong atiack on Tan Sen
Nhut AB, says goodbye to Neme, bix canine pragi-
ner, Memo Jost an eye, but remained behind 1o g0
back on perimeter duly. Airman Thosncbury was
eravinied o Jupan o recover from his wounds,
Nemo geceived petowelt casds from WY younRg-
sters o the States. This one caime from Jeffrey
Willilam White, of Seatile, Wash,

Drear Nemw, My friend sent you a leter
Drecember 5. Her mamte s Mana Leo
Coumbe. | am seading tis letter becanse |
love dogs and the last dog | had died ae the
age of four months. 1 hope you pot well, Your
Fricnd,  Jefl White.

{Nole: After this stosy  wus  prepared, Tue
Arrpian fearnod that Nemo was being returmned to
the States, His wounds required further treatment
and be was airlifted to the Sceatry Dog Center at
Lackland AFB, Texas)
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