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(BOTTOM BASE VERBIAGE REVERSE SIDE)
THE MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT
THE U.S. MERCHANT SHIP SS MAYAGUEZ AND ITS CREW WERE CAPTURED ON MAY 12, 1975, BY KHMER ROUGE INSURGENTS IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS OFF OF THE COAST OF CAMBODIA. PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD ORDERED THE U.S. MILITARY TO RECOVER THE SHIP AND SAVE THE CREW.   75 SECURITY POLICEMEN FROM THE 56TH SECURITY POLICE SQUADRON AT NAKHON PHANOM ROYAL THAI AIR FORCE BASE VOLUNTEERED FOR THE MISSION ON MAY 13, 1975 BASED UPON THEIR PRIOR TRAINING FOR EMBASSY EVACUATIONS DURING OPERATION EAGLE PULL.  
HELICOPTERS FROM THE 21ST SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON TRANSPORTED THE SECURITY POLICEMEN FROM NAKHON PHANOM TO THE MAYAGUEZ RESCUE OPERATION STAGING AREA AT U-TAPAO ROYAL THAI NAVY BASE.  HOWEVER, SHORTLY AFTER DEPARTING NAKHON PHANOM, THE CH-53C HELICOPTER WITH THE CALL SIGN “KNIFE-13” FELL OUT OF THE FLYING FORMATION, CRASHING IN DENSE JUNGLE DUE TO CATASTROPHIC MECHANICAL FAILURE.  THE COMMAND HELICOPTER LANDED NEAR THE CRASH SITE IN AN EFFORT TO RESCUE THEIR FELLOW AIRMEN BUT DISCOVERED THAT ALL 18 SECURITY POLICEMEN AND FIVE AIRCREWMEN DIED DUE TO IMPACT AND SUBSEQUENT FIRE WITH EXPLODING AMMUNITION. 
THE SS MAYAGUEZ AND HER CREW WERE RESCUED ON MAY 15, 1975.
WE SHALL ALWAYS REMEMBER.
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THE MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT, 1975 STEPPED UP— A SELECT MIX OF SECURITY, LAW ENFORCEMENT,
AND K-9 HANDLERS. EACH MAN VOLUNTEERED FOR THIS

ON 12 MAY 1975, INSURGENTS OF CAMBODIA'S KHMER  ONE-OF-A-KIND JOINT RESCUE OPERATION BETWEEN SERVICES.

ROUGE ILLEGALLY BOARDED AND CAPTURED THE US

MERCHANT SHIP SS MAYAGUEZ AND ITS CREW IN SEA STALLION HELICOPTERS CARRYING KNIFE CALL SIGNS WERE

INTERNATIONAL WATERS. PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD _ TASKED TO TRANSPORT THE 56TH SPS MEN FROM NAKHON

ORDERED THE US MILITARY TO RECOVER THE CREW AND PHONOM RTAFB TO THE STAGING AREA AT U-TAPAO RTANB,

SHIP. TO DO SO, IT WAS DECIDED A HELICOPTER-BORNE A NAVY BASE (UTI). IT WAS THERE THEY WERE TO JOIN UP WITH

OPERATION WOULD BE MOUNTED TO EFFECT THE USMC FORCES FORMING THE REST OF THE AIR ASSAULT FORCE.

RESCUE AND ASSAULT KHO TANK ISLAND, CAMBODIA,

WHERE THE SHIP WAS THOUGHT TO BE. AS THE HELICOPTERS FLEW EN ROUTE TO U-TAPAO, KNIFE 13
SUDDENLY FELL OUT OF FORMATION DUE TO A CASTASTROPHIC

ON 13 MAY 1975, SEVENTY-FIVE 56TH SPS DEFENDERS  MECHANICAL FAILURE AND CRASHED IN DENSE JUNGLE.

TRAILING KNIFE CH-53C HELICOPTERS LANDED NEARBY TO
ATTEMPT RESCUE, BUT FUEL-FED FIRES AND EXPLODING
MUNITONS PREVENTED ANY APPROACH TO THE WRECKAGE.
ALL TWENTY-THREE SECURITY POLICE AND AIR CREW ON
BOARD WERE LOST.

ENGINEERS REEVALUATING THE MISSION DECIDED THE
MAYAGUEZ DECK CARGO CONTAINERS WOULD NOT
SUPPORT THE WEIGHT OF A FULLY LOADED CH-53C
HELICOPTER. DUE TO THE LOSS OF AIR FORCE PERSONNEL
IN THE CRASH, HIGHER LEVEL DECISION-MAKERS DIRECTED
MARINES WOULD MOVE FORWARD TO COMPLETE THE
MISSION, AS THEY WERE TRAINED TO RAPPEL AND SPS WERE

NOT. THE CREW AND SHIP WERE RETURNED TO US CONTROL
ON 15 MAY 1975,

THE LINEAGE OF THE 56TH SECURITY POLICE SQUADRON
PROUDLY LIVES ON AT LUKE AFB, UNDER THE FLAGS OF THE
56TH FIGHTER WING, 56TH SECURITY FORCE SQUADRON, AND
THE BROTHERHOOD OF THE VIETNAM SECURITY POLICE
ASSOCIATION, INC. THIS HONOR TO OUR FALLEN BROTHERS
1S THE CULMINATION OF A HIGHLY COORDINATED TEAM
EFFORT LEAD BY SOUTHEAST ASIA VETERANS, TODAY'S
VETERANS, LUKE AFB OFFICIALS AND OTHER PATRIOTS. ALL
HAVE VOWED AS LONG AS THE NAMES OF THE KNIFE 13
HEROES ARE SPOKEN, THEY WILL NEVER BE FORGOTTEN.
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