KNIFE-13 MEMORIAL
(Center title between the two logos for the 56th SPS and 56th SFS.  Delete all Bronze Star information below the title and above the photos per BG Coleman)
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(CENTER BASE TEXT)
DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF OUR BROTHERS
18 SECURITY POLICEMEN FROM THE 56TH SECURITY POLICE SQUADRON AND FIVE AIRCREW MEMBERS FROM THE 21ST SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON, WHO WERE ALL ASSIGNED TO THE 56TH SPECIAL OPERATIONS WING AT NAKHON PHANOM ROYAL THAI AIR FORCE BASE, THAILAND.  OUR BROTHERS WERE VOLUNTEERS WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES ON MAY 13, 1975 IN THE VALIANT HOPE OF SAVING THE LIVES OF THE CAPTURED CREW OF THE SS MAYAGUEZ.


(Delete all text below and substitute above text)   
[image: ]





(BOTTOM BASE TEXT)
OUR BROTHERS PERISHED IN THE CRASH OF KNIFE-13, A CH-53C HELICOPTER #68-10933, WHILE ENROUTE FROM NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB TO THE STAGING AREA FOR THE MAYAGUEZ RESCUE OPERATION AT U-TAPAO ROYAL THAI NAVY BASE.  WE SHALL ALWAYS REMEMBER!
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE


[image: ](DELETE ALL TEXT ON THE BOTTOM BASE AND CENTER THE ABOVE TEXT BETWEEN THE 56TH SOW LOGO AND THE PACAF LOGO)
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SIDE-1: VIETNAM MEMORIAL, MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT, KNIFE 13 CRASH 13 MAY 1975 [V

KNIFE 13

“BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT, EACH OF THE FOLLOWING IS AWARD THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL (POSTHUMOUS) FOR
MERITORIOUS SERVICE WHILE SERVING WITH FRIENDLY FORCES ENGAGED IN AN ARMED CONFLICT AGAINST AN
OPPOSING ARMED FORCE DURING THE PERIOD INDICATED [13 MAY 1975, SPECIAL ORDER GR-0151"
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VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL, MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT
CRASH OF KNIFE 13, CH-53C

IN MEMORY OF EIGHTEEN SECURITY POLICE, 56TH SECURITY POLICE SQUADRON, AND FIVE AIR CREW,
21ST SEPCIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON (SOS), KILLED IN LINE OF DUTY, 13 MAY 1975

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
56TH SECURITY POLICE SQUADRON (5PS), AND 21ST SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON (S05), NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB, THAILAND
FORGET NOT THE FALLEN WARRIORS—

DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF EIGHTEEN 56TH SPS SECURITY POLICE AND FIVE 21ST SOS AIR CREW KILLED IN LINE OF DUTY, 13 MAY 1075,
THE CRASH OF KNIFE 13 CH-53C, OCCURRED DURING TRANSIT FROM NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB FOR MISSION STAGING AT U-TAPAO RTNAB
(NAVY AIR BASE), THAILAND. IT WAS THERE THESE MEN WERE TO JOIN WITH THE US MARINE ASSAULT FORCE TO RESCUE AND RETURN THE
CAPTURED S5 MAYAGUEZ CREW AND US MERCHANT SHIP TO US CONTROL.  THE SUCCESSFUL MAYAGUEZ RESCUE MISSION INCLUDED THE
FIRST US SHIP-TO-SHIP BOARDING SINCE THE CIVIL WAR—AND THE LAST BATTLE OF THE VIETNAM WAR.
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VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL, MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT
CRASH OF KNIFE 13, CH-53C

IN MEMORY OF EIGHTEEN SECURITY POLICE, 56TH SECURITY POLICE SQUADRON, AND FIVE AIR CREW,
21ST SEPCIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON (SOS), KILLED IN LINE OF DUTY, 13 MAY 1975
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
56TH SECURITY POLICE SQUADRON (SPS), AND 21ST SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON (S0S), NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB, THAILAND

FORGET NOT THE FALLEN WARRIORS—

DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF EIGHTEEN 56TH SPS SECURITY POLICE AND FIVE 21ST SOS AIR CREW KILLED IN LINE OF DUTY, 13 MAY 1975,
THE CRASH OF KNIFE 13 CH-53C, OCCURRED DURING TRANSIT FROM NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB FOR MISSION STAGING AT U-TAPAO RTNAB
(NAVY AIR BASE), THAILAND. IT WAS THERE THESE MEN WERE TO JOIN WITH THE US MARINE ASSAULT FORCE TO RESCUE AND RETURN THE
CAPTURED SS MAYAGUEZ CREW AND US MERCHANT SHIP TO US CONTROL. THE SUCCESSFUL MAYAGUEZ RESCUE MISSION INCLUDED THE
FIRST US SHIP-TO-SHIP BOARDING SINCE THE CIVIL WAR—AND THE LAST BATTLE OF THE VIETNAM WAR.





